
E     
very person needs 
God’s salvation.  It 
does not matter how 
good a person is – he 

must be “born anew” in order to 
enter into the kingdom of God.

In this lesson we will consider a 
very good man named Nicode-
mus.   Nicodemus was a fine 
teacher with a high education.  
He taught people the holy Word 
of God from the Old Testament.  
He was also a ruler of the Jewish 
people with a position of honor and authority.  He was prob-
ably wealthy and highly respected.

Nicodemus was also a moral man – always trying his best to do 
the right thing.  He was a seeker after God.  But in spite of all 
that was good about Nicodemus, he did not know about God’s 
way of salvation.  He thought that Jesus was only a teacher of 
the law.  He needed the Lord’s life-giving ministry.

- Lesson Three -
The Ministry of Salvation - 

The Salvation of Nicodemus

The Ministry of the Lord Jesus

“Jesus answered, truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is 
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the king-
dom of God.” 

(John 3:5)

I. Overview.

II. Memory Verse.
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The Lord Jesus Christ came
that we might have life!
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Down

1. The life-giving _____.
2. He was a good man.
3. ...he cannot see the _____ of God.
4. ...a fine _____ with a high education.
5. ...God’s ___ of salvation.
9. ...believe in the name of the ____ 

Jesus.
10. ...he came to Jesus at _____...
11. ...our human spirit made ____...
12. He was one of God’s _____ people, 

the children of Israel.
14. He was also a ____ of the Jewish 

people...
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Across

1. ...know about God’s way of _____.
6. ...unless one is born ____...
7. ...God’s way of salvation is not 

based on human ______,...
8. ...natural man in the old ______...
9. ...He is the ____-giving Spirit...
10. ..._____ man in the old creation...
13. ...a fine teacher with a ___ educa-

tion.
14. ...trying his best to do the ___ thing.
15. ...a teacher of the _____.
16. ...a teacher of the ____.
17. The life-_____Spirit.
18. ...physical ____, when a person is 

born from his mother. 

Parent’s  Initials:

Please

Initial Here

Crossword Puzzle



III. Lesson.

Nicodemus might have been 
one of the best men on earth.  
He was one of God’s chosen 
people, the children of Israel.  
He was a teacher of the Word of 
God and he was a moral man.  
But God’s way of salvation is 
not based on human behavior, 
it is based on the life-giving 
ministry of the Lord Jesus.

Nicodemus Comes to Jesus for Teaching

Even though Nicodemus was so good, he knew that he was not 
fully satisfied with his life.  He had heard of Jesus of Nazareth 
and knew that He was a teacher sent from God.  He had heard 
of the miracles that Jesus had performed.  Because he was 
much older than Jesus and because he was a teacher of the 
Jews, he came to Jesus at night – so as not to be seen.  

Nicodemus began to speak to Jesus about His teaching when 
the Lord Jesus said to him, “Truly truly I say to you, unless one 
is born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  Nicodemus 
did not understand what the Lord Jesus was talking about.  He 
asked Him, “How can a man be born when he is old?”, indicat-
ing that he thought the Lord Jesus was speaking about physical 
birth, when a person is born from his mother.

The Need to be Born of the Spirit

Even if Nicodemus could have been physically born again, he 
could never have been more than a natural man in the old cre-
ation, even thought he was a good man.  But the Lord went on 
to tell him that “Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”  Here the Lord plainly 
told him that he needed to be born anew, of the Spirit.

We must be born anew to enter 
into the kingdom of God.
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To be born of the Spirit means to have our human spirit made 
alive, or regenerated by the life of God.  The Lord Jesus con-
tinued to tell Nicodemus “that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit.”  The Lord’s word here shows that our human spirit 
must be born of the Holy Spirit.  This is for our spirit to be 
made alive.  This is regeneration, being born anew.

All that a person has to do to be regenerated is to believe in the 
name of the Lord Jesus.  Today the Lord Jesus has become the 
life-giving Spirit.  Because He is the life-giving Spirit, He can be 
received as the Spirit.  When the Lord Jesus as the Spirit enters 
into our spirit, we are regenerated, born anew, saved.  This is the 
way of God’s salvation that Nicodemus had missed. 

1. What kind of person was Nicodemus?

2. What did Nicodemus think Jesus meant when he first 
heard him speak of being born anew?

3. Why did Nicodemus come to the Lord Jesus?

4. How can a person be born anew?
 

--- Questions for Discussion --- 
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