
E     very person needs God’s 
salvation and God’s 
salvation is available to 
every person.  Even a 

condemned criminal, if he would 
just repent and believe in the Lord 
Jesus, can be saved.  No matter 
how bad he has been or how close 
to the end of his life he is, if there 
is repentance and believing, God 
will save him.

When the Lord Jesus was being 
crucified there were two criminals 
who were being crucified at the same time – one on each side 
of the Lord.  They were both robbers.  Although both criminals 
spoke roughly to the Lord at the beginning of their crucifixion, 
as time passed one of them began to have a softer heart.  He 
began to feel regretful for the way he had spoken to the Lord.  
Eventually, his heart was opened and he asked the Lord to 
remember him when He came into His kingdom.  This indicated 
that he believed in the Lord.  Because of this he was saved.

- Lesson Five-
The Ministry of Salvation (3) -  

The Salvation of a Condemned Criminal

The Ministry of the Lord Jesus

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begot-
ten Son, that every one who believes into Him would not 
perish, but would have eternal life.”

(John 3:16)

I. Overview.

II. Memory Verse.

1

As long as a person lives, 
it is never too late 

to received God’s salvation.

Down

1. The criminal... had obviously been a 
___ person.

2. God’s ____ is so available to man.
3. Paradise is the _____ section of 

Hades...
4. ...available to all who repent and 

______.
6. Even a _____ criminal...
8. When the Lord Jesus was being 

______ there were two criminals...
11. The two criminals were both ____.
12. He was also very ____ to death.
13. When the criminal ____ his heart 

and opened to the Lord...
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Across

5. God’s salvation is so _____ to man.
7. Truly I say to you, _____ you shall 

be with Me in Paradise.
9. ... if there is repentance and believ-

ing, God will ____ him.
10. ...saved ones are awaiting the ____.
14. He began to feel ______ for the way 

he had spoken to the Lord.
15. Every ___ needs God’s salvation.
16. God’s salvation... can be applied to 

a person the _____ he believes.
17. He was also very close to ____.

Parent’s  Initials:

Please

Initial Here

Crossword Puzzle



III. Lesson.

This lesson shows us that 
God’s salvation is available 
to man whenever his heart 
is turned to the Lord and he 
believes in the Lord Jesus.  
Of the two criminals who 
were crucified with the Lord 
Jesus, one of them eventually 
opened his heart to the Lord.  
He repented, realizing that he 
was a sinner.  He also realized 
that the Lord Jesus was without sin and that He would enter 
into His kingdom.  This meant that he believed that Jesus was 
indeed the Lord and that He would be resurrected.

God’s Salvation is So Available to Man

The criminal who repented had obviously been a bad person.  
He was a robber, who had done enough evil things to be 
sentenced to death by crucifixion.  Could God’s salvation 
be available to such a one?  He was also very close to death.  
While he was being crucified, at the beginning, his heart was 
still hard and he spoke harshly to the Lord.  Was it not too late 
for such a one?  

Regardless how bad the criminal was or how close he was to 
death, as long as he sincerely repented and truly believed in 
the Lord Jesus, he could be saved!  God’s salvation is so pow-
erful that it can cleanse even the worst sinner.  God’s salvation 
is so available that it can be applied to a person the minute he 
believes.  When the criminal turned his heart and opened to 
the Lord; the minute that his heart believed in the Lord Jesus, 
he was saved.  He said to the Lord “Jesus, remember me when 
You come into your kingdom.”  Because he believed, the Lord 
Jesus said “Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in 
Paradise.”  This clearly showed that he had been saved.

The salvation of God can cleanse
even the worst of sinners.
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Saved Ones with the Lord in Paradise

We know that the criminal was saved because the Lord Jesus 
told him that they would be together in Paradise.  Paradise is 
the pleasant section of Hades where the spirits of Abraham and 
all of the saved ones are awaiting the resurrection.  

The Lord Jesus went to Paradise after his death and was there 
until His resurrection.  The criminal was with the Lord in Para-
dise and even today is waiting for the resurrection when he will 
be raised with all the faithful ones who have been saved.  It is 
so wonderful that God’s salvation is so powerful to cleanse 
any sin and so available to all who repent and believe.

1. How many criminals were crucified with Jesus?

2. Can God’s salvation save a person who is a condemned 
criminal?

3. What did the save criminal say to the Lord Jesus?

4. How do we know that the criminal was saved?
 

--- Questions for Discussion --- 
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